
Report from Knight Essay Chairman, John R. Morgan,  
prepared for the April 2, 2016 CTSAR Annual Meeting. 

 
 
This year 2015-2016 stands in stark contrast to last year, which not only saw Connecticut’s 
first submissions in several years, but a State winner that went on to winning the National 
award. This year we had three inquiries and, due primarily to my oversight in responding in 
a timely manner, no submissions. 
 
Whereas I led from behind last year and was simply behind this year, the lessons of the past 
two years will make me change my style from passively receptive to strategically proactive. 
 
 So, first I request that the Webmaster oversee updating the contact posting with National, as 
well as any place it might appear in the State Website. If this is not effected by June 1st, I 
will pursue the National update directly. 
 
Second, I will develop a mailing list of school contacts statewide, beginning with that used 
by Tyler Smith of the Nathan Hale Branch for its annual essay contest. The list will have, 
where possible, both physical and email addresses, and will rely as heavily as possible on 
email notifications. And I will supplement this mailing list with one for press-contacts 
statewide. 
 
Third, I will prepare a press release and an informative flyer as a pdf that I will circulate by 
email on or about Veterans’ Day; I will submit a draft of both at the fall meeting for 
editorial suggestions and membership approval. 
 
Fourth, I will develop a brief set of Judging Guidelines for those who volunteer to read 
essays to ensure we have clear, defensible in-state standards and that readers are 
“calibrated” to ensure greater uniformity in arriving at scores. These Guidelines and 
calibration methodology will draw on my background with the same while working with the 
University of Iowa’s freshman rhetoric program and later with various in-house programs 
while developing SAT-Verbal, AP-Literature, and NAEP material at the Educational 
Testing Service in Princeton. 
 
Fifth, I will endeavor to prepare and adhere to a proper budget, and present same to the 
Treasurer in a timely fashion. 
 
Sixth, I will strive to use this year’s fresh start as a foundation for annual repetition and easy 
transition to my successor as Knight Essay Chairman in some distant year.  
 
 

This ends my report for the April 2, 2016 meeting. 
 
 
 


